ll Blinman Street 


New London County Historical Society 


Quarterly 


VOLUME £ 


The early development of New London and 
the city's plans for the redevelopment of 
certain areas provided the theme for the 
Society's annual meeting at the Mansion 
on September 20. | 


Mrs, Margaret W, Stacy, local antiquarian, 
reviewed the history of some of the homes 
and families which first settled the North 
Bank Street and Winthrop Cove area. Some 
of these old homes are still standing. 
Mrs. Stacy's talk elicited such enthusi- 
astic response that it has been decided 

to print and distribute it to the member- 
ship as a special issue of the Society's 
Bulletin. 


Mayor Wilfred A, Park described the set- 
ting up of a redevelopment program, from 
the establishment of the agency to the 
designation of the redevelopment area and 
application for federal funds. 


He said New London is working on a prelim- 
inary redevelopment plan including study 
of the actual amount of area to be rede- 
veloped, best use of the land, market for 
resale, highways and streets and traffic 
within the area, 


The Mayor reported that the Planning 
Board's study, covering the whole city, 
is preparatory to an over-all city plan 
covering thoroughfares, land use, capital 
improvement programs, an updated building 
code, and a health code. 
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He urged Society members to attend public 
meetings by the planning groups, and to 
make recommendations. He assured them 
that although too little is known about 
what will happen in the designated rede- 
velopment area to justify comment, the 
Old Town Mill property will not be dis- 
turbed. 


Gretchen Cranz, a pupil at Winthrop School, 
adjacent to the Mill, presented Mayor Park 
with a check for $266.27 for the Old Town 
Mill Fund. This sum was contributed by 
several adult and school groups and in- 
dividuals and sent to the Society for 
proper disposition. } 


The report of the Society's president noted 
that ''we face a growing responsibility to 

a public that far exceeds our membership. 
Resources to meet this responsibility must 
be provided, and this means that the So- 
ciety must constantly expand its collections 
of books, manuscripts, maps, furnishings 

of the past, costumes and other items. 

Our concern with the demands of today and 
the anticipated demands of tomorrow obliges 
us to accumulate and store what we are able 
to house, It creates a longing for the 
resources to expand our space. it stres- 
ses the need for experienced hands to pro- 
cess our research material es meet the 


demands upon it," 


The following officers and board members 
were elected to serve during the coming 
year: 


President......ceseeeeeee Dwight C. Lyman 
Vice-Presidents........FEdmund C. Johnston 
and Henkte S. Scott 
Recording Secretary.Miss Haze! A. Johnson 
Treasurer.....Winthrop Bank and Trust Co. 
Finance Board.......1..Herbert G. Huntley, 
Victor S. Johnson and Earle W. Stamm 
Advisory Board.....Mrs. Charles H, Allen, 
Mrs. Ellery Allyn, F. Valentine Chappell, 
Mrs, Carl C. Cutler, Miss Elsie C, Fengar, 
Charles B. Gardner, Mrs. J. Warren Horton, 
Miss Margaret Heyer, Mrs. Herbert G. Hunt- 
ley, Mrs. James E, Maher, Edgar DeN, May- 
hew, E. Gorton Rogers, Henkle S, Scott, 
Gustavus R. O'Connor, Cariton F. Small, 
Mrs. Elmer H. Spaulding, Miss Helen Whiton 
and Ralph E. Wadieigh. ee | 


NEW MEXICO RESIDENT ASKS 
SOCIEFY’S HELP 


A letter to the Society from Miss Ruth 
Ross, Santa Fe, New Mexico, dated 24 
September, reads as fol iows: 


'? have just received my copy of the New 
London Day of Wednesday, September 21, 
which contains an account of your recent 
meeting. 


|! was very much interested in the report 
given by Mrs. Margaret W, Stacy on the old 
historical buildings in the city and won- 
dered if you could help me with the in- 
formation | am seeking. 


When my mother, Mrs, Charlotte Crandall 
Ross, passed on in 1954, | inherited the 
old building at 450-452 Main Street, which 
is nearly opposite Crystal Avenue. She 
had always told me the story that this 
house was one of five which was saved 
when Benedict Arnold burned New London, 
The story goes that a minister lived there 


and for that reason Arnold saved the house, 


When | saw the reference in your account 
of the meeting stating: ''...and houses on 
the west side of the street including one 
almost opposite Crystal Ave. which used 


to be the glebe house for the First Church! 


| felt that this might be a reference to 
my property. 


| should deeply appreciate any information 
you can give me regarding my mother's 
Story and also the possibility that it 
might have been the one referred to by 
Mrs. Stacy. Naturally if it does have 

any historical value, | would like to 
present the fact to those in charge of 


families. 


the Redevelopment Project, as my property 
is scheduled for Garden Apartments accord- 
ing to a plan I saw in the paper quite a 
few months back. 


Thank you for any help you can give me in 
this matter.'! 


Miss Ross's letter has been referred to 

Mrs. Stacy and Mr. Henkle S. Scott, member 
of the New London Redevelopment Commission, 
for assistance. 


GIFT OF SHAW-PERKINS-GRISWOLD PAPERS 
A valuable collection of papers relating to 


properties held by the Shaw-Perkins~-Gris- 
wold families, and letters, genealogical 


notes and journals was received in August. 


from Mrs. Roger Griswoid of Old Lyme from 
the estate of her mother, Mrs. E. Lea 
Marsh. 


The importance of these papers which con- 
stitute a part of the families' history, 
is readily apparent, There are genealogi- 
cal notes of the Chadwick, Perkins, Lord, 
Shaw, Griswold, Harris and Woodbridge 

The Shaw=-Perkins preperties in 
Connecticut and New Hampshire are the sub- 
jects of several packets of deeds and let- 
ters. Among the Connecticut properties 
was land in Millington (town of East Had- 
dam), once a thriving lumber town above 
the northern end of the Devil's Hopyard. 


CRUISING ON THE CONNECTICUT RIVER 


We have dreamed for years of taking a 
leisurely cruise along one of the great 
rivers of America, Our dream came true 
October Ist when we stepped aboard the 
excursion boat NeELSECO 11 at Hartford and 
journeyed down the Connecticut River to 
Saybrook and back again, a round trip of 
104 miles. 


the trip, sponsored by the Connecticut 
River Watershed Council, gave us a close- 
up view of the industrial potential, the 
historic richness, and the spectacular 
beauty of the stream, A handsome booklet 
described in detail every point of in- 
terest along our route. 


From Hartford's great bridge spans we 

journeyed to Middletown and the shipping 
towns of Cromwell and Gildersleeve. We 
massed the Goodspeed Opera House at East 


Haddam (now being brought to life again’ »: 
by interested restorers); we made our way?” 
by the busy towns of Deep River, Essex}: °° - 
“ Spring came again to the gardens at the 


and Old Lyme. Then under the Baldwin 
Bridge to Saybrook and our turnabout point 
where the river enters Long Island Sound, 


Railways, highways, and airways have. -taken 
over since the early days when the Con- 
necticut River brought abundance to its 
valley inhabitants as the main artery of 
transportation and commerce. Our cruise. 
attracted many curtous spectators as the-~ 
boat nosed its way along the curving 
stream, whose banks were bright with au- 
tumn color. The appearance of an excur- 
sion boat on the river (the first in 30 


years) excited people to shouts of greet- 2 


ing. Boat whistles and sirens tooted and * 
shrilled their welcome, River fowl rose — 
from the marshes in astonishment. 


An elaborate buffet luncheon was served 
aboard at noon, and coffee flowed freely. 
all day. We reached the Hartford dock 
way after dark, a bit chilled, but wonder- 
fully rested. 


Visitors from five states were loud in 
their praise of this unusual venture. A 
repeat cruise is planned for next year. 
Those who are interested in sharing this 
rare treat are urged to write to the 
Connecticut River Watershed Council, 
Greenfield, Mass., for more information. 


PROGRESS REPORT ON 
NEW LONDON HISTORY 


At the annual meeting of the Society, 
Odell Shepard presented a report of pro- 
gress on the history of New London, now 
being written by him in collaboration with 
Willard Shepard, The author indicated 
that the task has loomed up as more time 
consuming than was originally anticipated. 
After receiving Mr, Shepard's report, the 
Advisory Board of the Society granted an 
additional year to the authors for the 
completion of their task. 


A tremendous amount of information has 
been examined and studied. A plan for 
the work is emerging from this mass of 
material. We look forward to the day 
when New London's new history will be 
completed, 


from braiches. 


“SECOND SPRING VISITS 
MANSION GARDENS 


Mansion last week with a quiet pink ex-: i 
plosion that covered the branches of the-:«:2 
flowering crab-apple with blossoms. Li- 

lacs budded and tiny out-of-season bou- | 


‘quets provided table=-talk im many parts 


of the town. 


This miracle of nature has been attributed 


to the hurricane that roared through New 
London last September and ripped..the leaves. 
Rain and the warm days: of-::: 
Indian Summer brought the blossoms again °°’ 
to assure us that Spring is never really 
far away. 7 


LEAGUE MEETINGS HELD AT 
KENT AND CEEP R4VER 


The summer and fall meetings of the Con- 
necticut League of Historical Societies 
took us across the state and back again, 
to Kent, on the banks of the lovely Housa- 
tonic River, and to Deep River, on the 
Connecticut, 


We spent several days in and around Kent 
in mid-August, so that we could journey 
up and down the western border of the 
State, and explore the historic towns 
furnished New London with iron during 
Revolution, Fine motor highways have re- 

placed the old dirt roads that led to the 
early iron furnaces. Along the low banks 
of the Housatonic, near the beautiful Kent 
school for boys, we found a few weather- 

beaten shacks of the Schaghticoke Indians 
who, during the Revolution, provided more’ 
than 100 warriors to the Continental army. 


that 
the 


A series.of. slides illustrated. a talk. on 
the furnaces, presented at the League: 
meeting by Kenneth Vincent, who has done 
extensive research on this subject. A 
splendid summary of the history of Kent 
was given by Charles Rathbone, a young 
teacher who brought events to life vividly. 


The Deep River meeting on October 8 was 
highlighted by a talk, The Saybrook Colony 
Saga, 1600-1650, by Frank Tinsley, presi- 
dent of the Old Saybrook Society. An un- 


usual feature of the meeting was the pre- 


sentation of an historical sketch of the 


oa * 


Deep River Society's Stone House by a jun- The visitors enjoyed the harbor view from . 
ior high school student, Stephen Hamilton, the top of the gardens near the gazebo, pee 
New London's Roger Dennis, conservator of and spoke appreciatively of the beauty of... 
paintings at the Lyman Allyn Museum, pre- ‘the Mansion, built by Acadians in 1756, 
sented an illustrated lecture on the con- — | 


servation and care of paintings. A dinner at the Mohican Hotel provided an 
: | hour of relaxing conversation before the 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION CHAPTER tourists took their seats in the bus for 
VISITS MANSION the return trip to New York. 
The Society was host to fifty members of A meeting is planned by the Union in New 
the English-Speaking Union on September London in January, in the hope that a 
24 when members of the New York Chapter chapter may be established here. 


and some guests from England visited the 
area for a tour of places of historic 


interest. 

The Leffingwell Inn in Norwich, the War For Your Information 

Office in Lebanon, the Tantaquidgeon In- —=_ The Society's telephone number is 
dian Museum in Montville, and: the Hempsted Gibson 3~1209 

House were also visited. Dr. Gladys | The Mansion is open Tuesday through 


Tantaquidgeon served her guests succotash Saturday from 1 to hb 
and autuapt ifrukies at an Qutdoer luncheon. | . : 3 
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